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By Justin D. Long 
  
Swarms of people gather around a compelling 
vision that has been shared with passion. But how 
do you find a vision ñyour purpose, that thing that 
pulls your eyelids open  in the morning and kicks 
you energetically out of bed? Here are seven basic 
ways: 

1. Get to know God better . Vision of any sort 
comes from God. If you want God to reveal 
something to you, remember that getting closer to 
God means getting closer to vision. Try reading the 
Bible and for every chapter, do a fill -in-the-blank: 
òGod is _____ó or òGod wants _____ó or òGod loves 
_____.ó 

2. Find something the Holy Spirit inside you 
resonates with.  The tuning fork, invented by a 
British musician in 1711, is a two-pronged fork of 
metal that emits a pure musical tone of a specific 
pitch (determined by its length). If you hit it, the 
sound produced will cause the air around it to begin 
vibrating just as the tuning fork vibrates. In fact, if 
you were to mount two tuning  forks near each other, 
both of which vibrate at the same pitch, and then 
strike one with a mallet, the vibration from the 
struck fork would pass through the air to the 
unstruck fork, and it would begin vibrating as well. 
This is known as resonance. The second tuning fork 

begins singing out because it is in range of another 
fork that is singing the same tune. So, you could 
seek an experience where the Holy Spirit inside you 
òvibrates in sympathy.ó This means you have to get 
out into the world and find exper iences. Ministry 
opportunities, short -term trips, etc. 

3. Find a Biblical vision . The Bible is already 
full of stuff that is on Godõs heart. Doing any of it 
will please Him: clothing the naked, feeding the 
hungry, visiting those in prison, helping the sick , 
etc. Thereõs no need to ask whether God has called 
you to do these things, since the Bible makes it clear 
that all believers are not just called but commanded to 

this. 
4. Put yourself in darkness . If you are supposed 

to be a light-bearer, then go where darkness is 

greatest. The trick with this is that you canõt let 
yourself be overcome by the darkness. You have to 
put your light up high for all to see.  

5. Check out how youõre SHAPEd. Rick 
Warrenõs acronym from Purpose Driven Life is 
excellent: Spiritual Gifts, Heart (Passion), Abilities, 
Personality, Experiences. God has designed you to 
be unique. Any vision that you are suited can be 
known by how well it matches how God designed 
you. If you canõt swim, avoid visions that have to do 
with swimming.  

6. Read biographies of other peoplesõ vision. 
See if this will help you find something you resonate 
with. (But donõt use this as a substitute for actually 
doing something. C.S. Lewis, in Screwtape Letters, 

noted that writing a book about being pious  is the 
surest antidote for actually doing the hard work of 
becoming pious. Blogging likely counts in this way, 
too. Reading books other people have written may 
be a close second. 

7. Know the difference between òa visionó and 
òthe vision.ó There are lots of different theologies 
about whether or not there is one perfect vision for 
your life or not. I personally donõt believe there is. I 
think there are lots of different visions out there and 
you could be suited for many of them. Scott Berkun, 
in The Myth of Innovation, talks about the Paralysis of 
Perfection: we get so wrapped up in òswinging for 
the fencesó (a baseball analogy that means chasing 
after an absolutely perfect dream) that we never do 
the basic thing we could do right now. By all means, 
hunt for the vision tha t is òidealó for youðbut while 
youõre doing it, do something resembling that 
perfect vision right now. Who knows: it might lead 
you to your goal! Â 

 
The seven characteristics of swarming are: Vision, Community, 

Self-Organization, Cultural Influence, Adaptability, Openness, 

and Multiplication. To learn more about swarming, you can join 

one of our Introduction to Swarming webinars. Read more at 

http://www.strategicnetwork.org/category/swarming or write 

via email to justinlong@gmail.com.   
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Uyghurs flee China aided by missionaries 

An underground network of Christian missionaries, who in the past have 
helped North Koreans, are now helping  some two dozen Muslim Uyghurs 
to leave China. Many are fearful in the wake of the July riots between 
Uyghurs and H an Chinese in Xinjiang which left nearly 200 people dead 
(mostly Han). The Uyghurs are one of the largest unreached people 
groups in the world. None of the articles at this time are telling what 
missionary groups are involved. (Field reports, http://bit.ly /6qSR1T) 
 
North Korea devalues currency, ignores protests 

Pyongyang has devalued its currency at the rate of 1,000 (old) to 1 (new) in 
an attempt to curb inflation and control a growing black market. Many 
have protested the move because the cash they have hoarded has now 
become virtually worthless. ( Christian Science Monitor, 
http://bit.ly/60BgO1). See also Economist, http://bit.ly/4YU0vb).  
 
Vatican, Russia vow full diplomatic ties 
After a meeting of the Pope and Russiaõs President Medvedev, which the 
Vatican described as ôcordial,õ both sides promised to establish full 
diplomatic ties. Yet an official visit to Russia is not likely. ( New York Times, 

http://bit.ly/4P2nTW ) 
 
Somali conflict widening to neighbors 
The militant g roup Al Shabab, which now controls much of Somalia, is 
battling the transitional government, which is backed by 5,000 troops from 
the African Union. Al Shabab has vowed to attack any nation which 
contributes troops to the transitional government. Fearing a ttacks, Uganda 
has increased surveillance of Somalis living in their country, worried that 
they might have ties to militants in Somalia. As a result the community of 
10,000 Somalis in Kampala, the capital of Uganda, is very tense (Christian 
Science Monitor, http://bit.ly/8mOrW2 ). 
 
Cholera trails drought in Kenya 
The cholera epidemic presently sweeping Kenya (4,700 cases in 
November) has been caused by the devastating drought earlier this year: 
scant rainfall forced people to survive off dirty water, which caused 
cholera to spread. Worse, cholera is viral: someone can get it simply by 
taking a sip from a cup used by an infected person. The high concentration 
of nomadic behavior in northern Kenya makes many people òwalking 
disease vectorsó: but the lack of roads has made the distribution of aid 
much more difficult, forcing groups like World Vision to rely on 
helicopters (New York Times, http://bit.ly/7adRch).  

 
 

 

http://bit.ly/4P2nTW
http://bit.ly/8mOrW2
http://www.strategicnetwork.org/contribute
http://www.strategicnetwork.org/contribute
mailto:justinlong@gmail.com
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La Familia: born-again drug traffickers 

The organized crime network ôLa Familiaõ is a drug 
trafficking organization that claims to be evangelical 
Christian (TIME, http://bit.ly/4oM5D8 , June 19, 
2009). The network is not confined to Mexico: on 
November 20 a US Federal District Court in Illinois 
indicted 15 individuals for conspiring with LFM to 
distribute shipments of cocaine in the United States 
(Christian Science Monitor, http://bit.ly/773Oy0).  
 
Cooperative funding of pirate attacks 
In Somaliaõs main pirate center at Haradheere, 
gangs have set up a cooperative to fund their 
attacks. Pirates have made tens of millions of dollars 
from ransoms. Some 72 pirate groups are part of the 
cooperative. (Reuters, http://bit.ly/579hyV)  
 
Guatemala confronts gang violence 

Drug trafficking, gang violence, and a climate of 
impunity lead to widespread rape of women  in 
Guatemala. At least 10,000 women were victims of 
sexual violence last year. (Christian Science Monitor, 

http://bit.ly/64BbM6).  Guatemala has been a 
dangerous place for women since the days of the 
Spanish conquistadors. Women have little legal 
protection: men can be accused of domestic abuse if 
a woman's bruises are visible 10 days after the 
incident, for example. Will the church stand with 
oppressed women, minister to them, and cry out for 
justice for them? 
 
Globalization of oppression 
Iranians abroad are being told the government will 
harass their families if they refuse to stop criticizing 
Iran on web platforms like Facebook (Wall Street 
Journal, http://bit.ly/8BAHQW) . The protests in the 

wake of June's presidential vote failed to overturn 
the results of the election, but the opposition "Green 
Movement" has continued to endure and grow. 
While the movement doesn't seem to be gaining 
traction amongst rural conservatives in Iran, it is 
growing in size amongst Westernized, 
electronically -connected Iranians both at home and 
abroad. The government is cracking down hard and 
is now attempting to extend that crackdown outside 
its geographic borders. 
 
Structures of rape in South Africa 
Studies show about 25% of men in South Africa 
admit to having raped a woman ( TIME, June 20, 

2009,  http://bit.ly/7PYiJZ ). Three-quarters of those 
interviewed for the study who admitted rape said 
their first assault  occurred before the age of 20, and 

many felt no guilt or remorse for what they had 
done. World Vision has the story of Dumisani 
Rebombo, who at age 15 took part in raping a girl in 
his community. Years later he apologized to his 
victim and responded to a calling to educate young 
men on the realities of HIV/AIDS and how to 
respect women (World Vision, http://bit.ly/822hyK).  
 
Indonesiaõs middlemen mold outcome of justice 
The òmarkusesó are the òjudicial mafiaó of 
Indonesia: they can persuade corrupted police 
officers, prosecutors and judges to drop a case for 
the right bribe ( New York Times, 

http://bit.ly/4TDxPJ). This structure of sin has 
come into the light after a case in November where 
they were a symbol of corruption in the nation. Pres. 
Yudhoyono has said he would prioritize eradicating 
the markus structure in his second term. Many 
experts think it will take years if not decades to 
bring reform; Indonesiaõs justice system is ranked as 
one of the worldõs most corrupt. 
 
Kids searching for pornography, sex on the web 

The search terms òpornó and òsexó are among the 
top 5 search terms by kids, Symantecõs 
OnlineFamily.Norton service revealed (which 
enables parents to track their kids activity online). 
The search terms top such popular sites as Club 
Penguin and Webkinz (http://bit.ly/6fT5uJ ). 
 
Expansion of opium trade in Myanmar 
The United Nations is warning that drug control 
measures are òunravelingó and opium farming has 
expanded for the third year in a row ( New York 
Times, http://bit.ly/6n4Tk1 ). By contrast, in 

Afghanistan, opium cultivation has declined . While 
Myanmar farmers are presently growing opium on 
78,300 acres, this is still under the peak of 390,000 
acres during the 1990s. 
 
China cracking down on organized crime 
Beijing is in the midst of one of the biggest 
prosecutions of organized crime in its past 50 years: 
six have been sentenced to death and over 1,500 
arrested, including millionaire businessmen. 
Anthony Kuhn (NPR) examines the  story of Li 
Qiang, an alleged crime boss in Chongqing 
(http://bit.ly/5Xaldc ). 
 
Mexico surging soldiers in war against drugs 
Rio Grande (pop. 1.5 million) is the center of the 
drug war, a gateway for drugs into the USA, a nd the 
murder capital of the world. The Wall Street Journal 
has a long analysis on the Mexican armyõs efforts 
here (http://bit.ly/7UBYEx ). 

http://bit.ly/4oM5D8
http://bit.ly/7PYiJZ
http://bit.ly/6fT5uJ
http://bit.ly/6n4Tk1
http://bit.ly/5Xaldc
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Interfaith tensions rising in Europe 

In a controversial move, the Swiss voted 58-42% to 
ban construction of new minarets on mosques. Some 
feared the move would raise interfaith 
tensions. Muslims in Switzerland number about 
400,000, mostly originating from the Balkans and 
Turkey (Economist, http://bit.ly/4eWYGW ). 

The campaign against minarets in Switzerland 
stirred up both anti -Turkish and anti -Muslim 
sentiments. In Turkey, many were angered by the 
outcome, and believe prejudice against them and 
against Muslims in general was growing on the 
continent. 

Many Turks seem ready to return the favor: a 
metalworker in Turkey, interviewed by a reporter, 
felt that òTurkey should have a referendum on 
whether to close down its churches.óCompass Direct 
reports over half of Turkey opposes members of 
other religions holding meetings or publish ing 
materials to explain their faith, accordi ng to a 
recently issued survey, and 59% said non-Muslims 
either òshould notó or òabsolutely should notó be 
allowed to hold open meetings wher e they can 
discuss their ideas. 

Some 54% said non-Muslims either òshould notó 
or òabsolutely should notó be allowed to publish 
literature describing their faith , and almost 40% said 
they had òvery negativeó or ònegativeó views of 
Christians. 60% of those polled said there is one true 
religion; over 90% of the population of T urkey is 
Sunni Muslim. Ali Çarkoglu, one of two professors 
at Sabanci University who conducted the study, said 
no non-Muslim religious gathering in Turkey is 
completely risk free.  òEven in Istanbul, it canõt be 
easy to be an observant non-Muslim,ó ¢arkoglu said 
(Compass Direct, http://bit.ly/7VZUPL ). 

Worse, some radicals are ready to take things 
into their own hands. On December 15th Compass 
Direct reported a group of Muslims had gone to a 
church building in eastern Turkey  and threatened to 
kill the priest there unless he tore down its bell 
tower (http://bit.ly/8nmkQl ). 

At the same time, sociologists are noting a new 
trend in òOttomania,ó in which Turks are looking 
back with longing for the glory years of Turkish rule 
as a result of their frustration with the European 
Union, which is leaning against accepting Turkey as 
a member. As a result all things Ottoman have 
become popular, manifesting itself in everything 
from T -shirts to ashtrays to Burger King meals (New 
York Times, http://bit.ly/80K8kL ). 
 
 

Numbers of Muslims increasing in Latin America 
Brazil is seeing a boom in the Muslim population, 
which has grown from a few hundred thousand in 
1990 to 1.5 million now, out of a total population of 
190 million. Mosques, financed by Arab countries, 
are being built across the country. 

Because Muslims led the rebellions against 
slavery, conversions are strongest amongst Afro-
Brazilians, but they are also growing among whites. 
Conversion is growing mo re acceptable, and the 
number of seekers is likewise increasing (The 
Scotsman, December 7, 2009, http://bit.ly/6vzf5b ). 
 
Births of mixed-race children testing South Korea 
A disproportionate ratio of men to women and the 
rising status of women led to a lack of marriage 
partners for South Korean men, who are using 
brokers and services to seek foreign spouses. These 
weddings grew from 4% in 2000 to 14% in 2005 (New 
York Times, http://bit.ly/7 JpQo2). The result: a 

miniature baby -boom of children of mixed ethnicity  
confronting prejudices: the children are often known 
as òKosiansó (Korean+Asian). The number of 
multicultural families grew from 58,007 in 2008 to 
107,689 in 2009; if current trends continue, perhaps 1 
in 9 children in Korea would be of mixed descent by 
2020. The trend is greater in rural areas, where 49% 
of all children could be multicultural by 2020 ( New 
York Times, http://bit.ly/8zSDNL ). 
 
China to revisit the one-child policy 
As the birthrate in China plummets to 1.8 per 
couple, the percentage of Shanghai residents aged 60 
or older is expected to rise from 16% in 2020 to 31% 
by 2050. To alleviate a future workforce shortage 
Shanghai is encouraging parents to have more than 
one child. The parentsñonly children themselvesñ
are saying no: "We were at the center of our families 
and used to everyone taking care of us. We are not 
used to taking care of and don't really want to take 
care of others,ó said one. Another: "Ours is the first 
generation with higher living standards . We do not 
want to make too many sacrifices." (Washington Post, 

http://bit.ly/5XYUvX ). 
 
Indian labor strikes turn violent, affect world 
Indiaõs economic renaissance has not been felt by all, 
and violence is resulting from announcements of 
wage freezes and cost-reductions. Pricol Ltd. 
experienced the murder of its human -resources 
director by angry employees (Wall Street Journal, 

http://bit.ly/6IbB82 ). Strikes affected global 
businesses like Ford Motor Company, which was 
left without transmission parts and forced to halt 
production at a Canadian facility.   

http://bit.ly/4eWYGW
http://bit.ly/7VZUPL
http://bit.ly/80K8kL
http://bit.ly/6vzf5b
http://bit.ly/7JpQo2
http://bit.ly/8zSDNL
http://bit.ly/5XYUvX
http://bit.ly/6IbB82
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British American Tobacco produces 715 billion 

cigarettes annually in 41 countries, employing more 
than 50,000 people, with global profits of £2.7bn 

(UK Guardian, http://bit.ly/6Nfu1s ). 
Total seafarers, worldwide, 2009: 1.5 million 

(http://bit.ly/8JewYC ). 
 

Afghanistan 
Opium addicts: in one southern province, ther e 

are an estimated 70,000 addicts (30% women). 
1 million widows have no source of income, 

reduced to begging. 
1 in 4 children under age of 5 die of preventable 

diseases such as pneumonia and diarrhea. 
 

Afghanistan trains thousands of midwives 

In 2002, 60% of Afghans had no access to basic 
health services (Linda Bartlett, CDC, Atlanta)  
66% of Afghanistanõs districts had no maternal 

nor child health services. 
10% of Afghanistanõs hospitals were equipped 

for caesarean deliveries. 
80% of maternal deaths judged preventable 
467 total mid-wives, with very little raining  

Since rebuilding: 
2,400 midwives trained in standardized and 

accredited 2-year program 
Use of midwives in rural areas increased from 

6% in 2003 to 19% in 2006 
Source: Christian Science Monitor, 

http://bit.ly/7pCzCu  
 
Education in Afghanistan 

Under the Taliban, number of students: 900,000 
(all boys). 

Number of children attending school, 2010: 6 
million  

Number of children wait ing to attend school, 
2010: 5.3 million 

Typical student:teacher ratio: 60 to 1 
Source: Christian Science Monitor, 

http://bit.ly/5Glaal  
 
Mobility in India 
Indiaõs rapid economic growth is causing large 

numbers of people to migrate in search of better 
economic opportunities:  

Moved away from place of birth: 307 million  
Moved within their birth state: 259 million  
Moved out of their birth state: 42 million  
Circular migrants, moving seasonally: 100 

million  

Moving from rural to urban areas: 20 million  
Source: Wall Street Journal, http://bit.ly/6rA3Dv  

 
The impact of women on the world 

Women are behind 80% of all food production 
in sub-Saharan Africa 

In 56 developing countries, the poorest 20% of 
women still give birth to an average  of 6 children, 
compared to 3.2 for the wealthiest 20% 

More than 200 million women say they want to 
delay or prevent pregnancies, but do not use 
contraception 

Source: UN Reports, cited by Christian Science 
Monitor, http:// bit.ly/5NyEpz  

 
Top sources of news in the world 
Total visitors, November 2009, to: 

Yahoo News: 138 million 
Google News: 100 million 
New York Times properties: 92 million  
CNN: 66 million  
Chinaõs QQ.com News: 53 million 
BBC: 48 million 
MSN News: 48 million  
Wall Street Journal: 6.8 million 
Source: comScore, http://bit.ly/4Zjl1J  
 

HIV/AIDS 

People with HIV/AIDS, 2009:  38 million  
People dying in AIDS -related cases, every 

minute: 4 
Newly -infected with AIDS, every minute: 5  
Child ren under 15, infected with AIDS: 2.3 

million  
Children under 15, newly -infected, daily: 1,000 
Children who have lost one or both parents to 

AIDS: 15 million (mostly in sub -Saharan Africa) 
A child loses a parent to AIDS: every 15 seconds 
Children orphaned b y AIDS globally, 2010: 25 

million  
Source: Doug Nichols, quoting UNICEF 

statistics, see http://bit.ly/8iTzV5  
 
War & Children 

Young people under 18 exploited as child 
soldiers worldwide: 250,000 

Children killed in World War  I: 3.6 million  
Total refugees, 2007: 14 million 
Total internally displaced: 24.5 million  
Total cost of Millennial Development Goals for 

children: $40 to $70 billion 
Global military spending, 2005: $956 billion  
Source: Doug Nichols, http://bit.ly/8BfLOn  

http://bit.ly/6Nfu1s
http://bit.ly/7pCzCu
http://bit.ly/6rA3Dv
http://bit.ly/5NyEpz
http://bit.ly/4Zjl1J
http://bit.ly/8iTzV5
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The Crisis of Islamic Civilization, by Ali A. Allawi, 

(Yale University Press, http://bit.ly/6LXOx7 ) is the 
view of the former minister of defense and minister 
of finance of Iraqõs post-war governments on the 
causes and consequences of the decline of Islamic 
civilization. Allawiõs viewpoint will likely be shared 
by a limited audience, but itõs a useful read to try to 
understand the view of some Muslims.  

Into the heart of the mafia: a journey through the 
Italian south, by long-time journalist David 

Lane.Profile (Profile Books, http://bit.ly/6qNfT5 ) 
explores the pervasive influence of the Mafia in Italy 
and the daily accommodation of everyone.  

God is Back: How the Global Rise of Faith is 
Changing the World, by the editor -in-chief of the 

Economist  and its former Washington 
correspondent, looks at the growing appeal of 
religion in the modern world (Penguin Press, 
http://bit.ly/8nU0Ou).  

An Edible History of Humanity by Tom Sandage 

examines how food has been a catalyst of social 
change and conflict (Walker & Company, 
http://bit.ly/5c2YoA).  

There is a fantastic online resource of mission 
photos from Africa at the Yale Divinity School via 
the USC Digital Library: read more about it at 
http://tinyurl.com/ycc7dh4 . 

The Zwemer Center is now offering a Master of 
Arts in Muslim Studies that can be taken through 
distance education (with half the course done in 
intensive one-week classes offered every summer 
and winter). See http://bit.ly/4Ru4Oc).   

Millions Fed, published by the International Food 

Policy Research Institute (http://bit.ly/72fEx8 ), tells 
20 òsuccess storiesó that have helped eradicate 
hunger and malnutriti on among the one billion 
people who lack food every night.  

The latest issue of Encounters Ezine  

(http://bit.ly/8JP0Zv) focuses on how technology is 
used in and affects mission. 
 
Mapping conflict 
WarViews is a new system for viewing and 
exploring GIS data on conflicts. It comes in two 
versions: a static version, which can be run in a web 
browser, and a dynamic version based on Google 
Earth: http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/warviews . 
 
Additional resources 
"Wider and still wider" ( Economist, 

http://bit.ly/5TbnFS) documents the expansion of 
Paris, a heavily evangelized yet majority non -
Christian megacity. 

"Some Indians find it tough to go home againó 
(New York Times,  http:/ /bit.ly/4Z367m )  explores 

how Indians who were educated and raised abroad 
experience reverse culture-shock upon returning 
home and trying to build businesses in India.  

"Would Russia really use nuclear weapons 
against its neighbors?" (Christian Science Monitor, 
http://bit.ly/8ExP0M ) examines the new Russian 
doctrine of pre -emptive nuclear strike.  

"The Henry Ford of Heart Surgery: in India, a 
factory model for hospitals is cutting costs and 
yielding profits" ( Wall Street Journal, 
http://bit.ly/6GAhUf): $2,000 on average for open -
heart surgery, compared to $20,000 to $100,000 in 
the United States, by the doctor who served as 
Mother Theresaõs cardiac surgeon. This health group 
is pioneering òhealth citiesó and 1,000-bed hospitals. 
òNepal: Hindus at Festival to Sacrifice 200,000 

Animals, Despite Protestsó (New York Times, 

http://bit.ly/60VfDo ) offers a bit of culture shock. 
ò36 Hours in Rajasthan, Indiaó (New York Times, 

http://bit.ly/6YSGQi ) is  a brief glimpse into the 
culture and life of Rajasthan, home to three 
megacities: Jodhpur, Jaipur, and Udaipur. 
òEritrea: Africaõs version of North Koreaó 

(Christian Science Monitor, http://bit.ly/6sn1pX ) 

profiles this tiny, impoverished, distressed corner of 
the world.  
òMissionary positionsó (Economist, 

http://bit.ly/5SinE2 ) reviews the impact of 
Christian thinking in British politics.  
òThe comedy of errors that caused a wall to falló 

(Christian Science Monitor, http://bit.ly/8QMmxi ) is 

an interesting look at the unexpected series of events 
that brought the end to an era. 
òA superpower stirsó (Wall Street Journal, 

http://bit.ly/4Ad6il ): 600 years after bringing home 
its world -shaking armada, will China once again 
òstride the worldõs stageó? 
òRight to playó (World Vision, 

http://bit.ly/6MrFur ) examines 43,000 refugees 
packed into a camp with an area of less than one 
square mile, and the workers trying to help them.  
òMoney matters: missions in a hard economyó 

(Baptist Press, http://bit.ly/73WMY4 ) profiles IMB 

families who want to go as missionaries but canõt 
because of lack of funding due to the economic 
downturn (as well as the impact of inflation on 
missionaries presently abroad). 
In òControl freaks,ó the Economist examines how 

Chinaõs leaders are trying to deal with the idea of 
democracy inside the Communist Party 
(http://bit.ly/7ggxkA ). 

World Bank data is now available with charts 
via Google (http://bit.ly/6ogbvJ ). 

http://bit.ly/6LXOx7
http://bit.ly/6qNfT5
http://tinyurl.com/ycc7dh4
http://bit.ly/72fEx8
http://www.icr.ethz.ch/research/warviews
http://bit.ly/4Z367m
http://bit.ly/8ExP0M
http://bit.ly/60VfDo
http://bit.ly/6YSGQi
http://bit.ly/6sn1pX
http://bit.ly/5SinE2
http://bit.ly/8QMmxi
http://bit.ly/4Ad6il
http://bit.ly/6MrFur
http://bit.ly/73WMY4
http://bit.ly/7ggxkA
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Cell phone entertainment, worship takes off in India 

Many of Indiaõs 750,000 villages are completely 
isolated, despite rapid modernization. The only 
exception is cellphone reception which now blankets 
the country. In some villages, people have begun 
using their cell phones to call a phone number with 
a recording of Bollywood tunes, and then listening 
to it on headsets. The cellular ôradioõ service was 
used by close to 20 million Indians in 2009. 

Similar recorded services are available for 
cricket matches as well as religions: live prayers and 
chants are available from popular temples, mosques 
and shrines. òOur religious offerings work best,ó 
says Raghunath Mandava, chief marketing officer 
for Bharti Airtel. òThere is nothing like getting the 
original prayer from the place of worship.ó (Wall 
Street Journal, http://bit.ly/8293tK ). 

 
Twitter defaced by cyberattack 
A group claiming to be the òIranian Cyber Armyó 
was able to corrupt the DNS pointers and hijack 80% 
of traffic to Twitter.com for about an hour and a 
half. Twitter said  no accounts were compromised. 
The attack appeared to be motivated by anti-
American sentiments in the wake of Twitterõs use by 
Iranian dissidents during the election protests earlier 
in 2009. 
 
Robots for farming 
New inventions are promising to lead to a 
agricultural automation ( Economist, 

http://bit.ly/8n5zzN). They are likely to improve 
the amount of produce picked, since a substantial 
percentage is being left to rot due to the expense of 
picking it and a general shortage of workers. 
However, it is also li kely this automation will affect 
jobs that are mostly taken right now in many 
countries by migrant workers. Automating the 
production of California raisins has already halved 
the cost. These automations may also impact 
unreached nations, and perhaps more quickly than 
readers might expect: Japan, for example, is widely 
unreached and a global source for strawberries. 
With its aging workforce and history of automation, 
can strawberry-plucking robots be very far away?  
 
Rwandaõs laptop revolution: upgrading the children? 
By 2012, Rwanda wants to every child in the country 
aged 9 to 12 (1.3 million total) to have a laptop 
connected to the Internet which they can use to 
download free educational material. They are 
working with the One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) 
initia tive, which says it will meet the target. The goal 

of OLPC is a $100 laptop made from a single piece of 
plastic, waterproof, hard to break, with color screens 
and minimal power use. Rwanda is using OLPC as a 
strategy for its vision of producing 50,000 
programmers by 2020 (Economist, 

http://bit.ly/5w2c73).  
 
Entering your site through the back door 
John Haydon has an excellent post reminding us 
that the òentrywayó to your organizationõs website 
is often not through the front -door, but rather 
through a link to  a specific article on your website 
from some other site (e.g. an email, Twitter, or 
Facebook). Enabling individual pages on your 
website to lead people to other pages of interest is a 

key behavior for your website 
(http:/ /bit.ly/5SiMXm ). 
 
Techbits 

Wordpress 2.9 is now available for download 
with over 500 bugs addressed (wordpress.org). 
Googleõs new Browser Size tool 

(browsersize.googlelabs.com) helps you see how 
much of your website is immediately visible to 
visitors with out scrolling (which many never do).  
Chinaõs government has rolled out new 

measures that limit the ability to view or set up 
websites (New York Times, http://bit.ly/7XPSh3 ). 

òWhy do people go online?ó contains numerous 
statistics from a new study (http://bit.ly/5gAYPq ). 

Google unveils near instant voice translation 
between English and Spanish via a mobile phone; 
hopes to have support for all the worldõs major 
languages sometime in 2010 (http://bit.ly/5ZTcsa ). 

Over $600 million has been invested in virtual 
(online) worlds ( http://bit.ly/4LdI44 ), and virtual 
currency in China is a $2 billion economy 
(http://bit.ly/8bclME ). One man bought a virtual 
space station in the Entropia Universe massive 
multiplayer online role playing game for 
USD$330,000 (http://bit.ly/63u2bV ). 

Hulu.com (which streams television shows 
online) has grown from 235 million views per month 
in April to ov er 1 billion streams per month in 
December 2010. 

We are personally Kindle fans here, but CNet 
has a review of Barnes & Nobleõs Nook. See it online 
at http://bit.ly/90GbUY . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/8293tK
http://bit.ly/5SiMXm
http://bit.ly/7XPSh3
http://bit.ly/5gAYPq
http://bit.ly/5ZTcsa
http://bit.ly/63u2bV
http://bit.ly/90GbUY
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2010 

Invented in 2004, Facebook.com has reached 350 
million users.  
 
2020 

34.4% of households in Japan will be composed 
of people living alone (National Institute of 
Population and Social Security Research). 

Ray Kurzweil: by 2020, our glasses will beam 
images directly into our retinas, creating a high 
resolution virtual display that hovers in the air.  
 
2025 

World population now 8 billion.  
Chinaõs population projected to peak at about 

1.4 billion by 2026, and India will surpass it. Indiaõs 
population growth rate is three times that of China 
(PR Newswire, http://bit.ly/8zqliG ). 
USA: by 2023, there will be more òminorityó 

children born than òWhiteó children 
(http://bit.ly/7bqS9f ). 

In 2000, Western countries produced 55% of the 
worldõs wealth; by 2025, the West will produce 40%. 
Asia produces 24%; by 2025, it will produce 38% 
(http://bit.ly/8Tks4X ). 

The population of America and Europe make up 
9% of the world; Asia, 50% (http://bit.ly/8Tks4X ). 

New applications for your smartphone will filter 
sounds from your microphone to send your 
heartbeat to your cardiologist (iStethoscope). 

Search engines reliably seek audio fragments 
based on syllables that make up words: can scan 
thousands of hours of broadcast in milliseconds 

(Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft). 
 
2030 

Exxon Mobil: energy demand will rise 35% over 
2005 totals; meeting the demand will require 
òtrillions of dollars of investment and a commitment 
to innovation.ó (http://bit.ly/7BdfFH ) 

Muhammad Yunus: make South Asia the first 
poverty -free region of the world by 2030 
(http://bit.ly/55glgw ) 

China: carbon emissions will peak between 2030 
and 2040 (http://bit.ly/7tc4cA ). 
 
2035 

Water stress: Dallas, TX should have enough 
water for growth through 2035 ñbut by 2060 it will 
need an additional 200 million gallons per day 
(http://bit.ly/5WsCEY ). 

  
2050 

India the most populous nation in the world 
with 1.748 billion people (Bloomberg.com,   
http://bit.ly/8RA9ZN ). 

USA: by 2050, Whites will be in the minority 
(http://bit.ly/7bqS9f ). 

The International Office of Mig ration and 
UNHCR projects up to 1 billion refugees due to 
environmental migration.  

China projects renewable energy sources will 
make up to one-third of its energy consumption by 
2050 (Reuters). 
Bulgariaõs elderly population will be three times 

more in 2050 than its young population ( Eurostat). 

òAs you have done it to the least of these, you have done it unto me.ó 
 

Monthly Sponsors: With a gift of at least $5,000 (about $500/mo), a monthõs worth of research & training 

Greenbrier Church  ̧RUN Ministries 
 

Weekly Sponsors: with a gift of at least $1,000 (or $100/mo), a weekõs worth of articles & training activities 

Mr & Mrs Hewitt  ̧Mr & Mrs Hutton  ̧Mr & Mrs Long  ̧Mr & Mrs Ludvik 
Mr & Mrs Park  ̧Mr & Mrs Williams  ̧WorldConnex Mission Network  ̧China Harvest 

  
Daily Sponsors: with a gift of at least $100 (or $10/mo), sponsor a dayõs worth of training 

Mr & Mrs Adleta  ̧Mr & Mrs Benedict  ̧Mr & Mrs Horner  ̧Mr & Mrs McKaughan  ̧Mr & Mrs Mitchell 
Mr & Mrs Rawlings  ̧Mr & Mrs Russell  ̧Mr & Mrs Zimmerman  ̧LeaderSource 

  
Sponsor our research, writing, and swarm training sessions today.  

Make your gift online at http://www.strategicnetwork.org/contribute  
Or mail a gift to: RUN Ministries, PO Box 6543, Virginia Beach, VA 23456, USA  

  
 

http://bit.ly/8zqliG
http://bit.ly/7bqS9f
http://bit.ly/8Tks4X
http://bit.ly/8Tks4X
http://bit.ly/7BdfFH
http://bit.ly/55glgw
http://bit.ly/7tc4cA
http://bit.ly/5WsCEY
http://bit.ly/8RA9ZN
http://uk.reuters.com/article/idUKPEK194820091206
http://bit.ly/8jerwu

